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SECTION III. CHAIN OF CUSTODY OF THE MATERIALS 
ACQUIRED DURING THE AUTOPSY 

Part I. iNTHOononoN 

(98) Several of the physical materials — microscopic tissue slides, 
tissue sections of organs, bone framents, and the brain — that the 
autopsy pathologists had acquired during the autopsy and retained 
for mture examination, are unaccounted for today. The committee de- 
cided a thorough investigation into the medical evidence of the ^assi- 
nation required a dili^nt effort to locate and obtain these “missing” 
materials. Consequently, the committee traced the chain of custody of 
aU materials (the “missing” physical items plus other material) de- 
rived from the autopsy, contacted jdljiersons^^rectly.pj.Jndirectly 
qs^ia^d with such^custody, anJ'investij^ed other possible theories 
regardm^EheitTEate. 

(99) Despite these efforts, the committee was unable to determme 
precisely what happened to the materials. Circumstantial evidence in- 
dicates however, that it is possible that Robert F. Kennedy either de- 
stroyed or otherwise rendered them inaccessible. 

Part II. Chain of Custodt of the Aptopst MatemalS 

(100) The disposition of the autop^ photographs. X-rays, and phys- 
ical materials immediately following the autopsy was as follows: 

1. Photographs and X-rays 

(101) At the conclusion of the autopsy on the evening of November 
22, 1968, Capt John H. Stover, Jr., the commanding officer of the 
U.S. Naval Medical School, gave Secret Service Agent Roy H. Keller- 
man all the photographic film that the medical photograpners had ex- 
posed during the autopsy. (1) Additionally, Comdr. John H. Eber- 
sole, the acting chief of radiology, gave Kellerman all of the X-ray 
film. {S) In the early morning hours of November 28, Kellerman de- 
livered this material to Robert I. Bouck, Special Agent in (ffiarge of 
the Protective Research Division, U.S. Secret Service, which is located 
at the Executive Office Building, Washington, D.C. (the White 
House) . (5 ) 

(102) On or about November 27, Bouck inrtructed James K. Fox of 
the Secret Service to make arrangements with the Naval Processing 
Center located in Anacostia, Md. to process both the black and white 
and the color film. (4) Fox, along with Rolwrt L. Knudsen, Mrs. 
Kennedy’s personal photographer, proceeded to Anacostia tnAt bh iub 
_ day-.(5) At the Naval Center, Lt y. Madonnla of the Jj.S. wavy proc- 
essed both black and white negatives and color positives, ((f) Fox re- 
turned tbe materials to Bouck the same day. (7) A few days later, 
under more instructions from Bouck, Fox made black and white 
prints from the negatives in the Secret Service laboratory, located at 
the Protective Research Division, Executive Office Building. (5) 
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(103) On December 9, Bouck directed Fox to tiike the color positive-- 
back to the Navy photographic laboratory and supervise the processing 
of cnlar^d color print.s.(9) Fox returned all the color prints and posi- 
tives to Bouck that cvcnin,^(/P) 

Bouck Edith^uncan, his administrative assistant, kept 
’otoRj^pnic filmand the X-ray films in a combination lock-sale 
hie m the Protecffii^esearch Division of the Sepret-Seridce in the 



M'Ot-aTr ivoocu-iua i^ivision oi r.ne gef.ret -»crvir^ in tne 

Executive D.C.(O) The combination 
to the safe was known only to Bouck and Duncan. (Ig) From tlie 

V early morning of Nowmber 23 until the transfer of the materials from 

V I the Executive Qfficc^ldingig^ main- 

1 tamed custody of th e X-ray and jphptographic^films. (/.?) 

e. Ph.ynw.al specimenH retained during the autopsy'^^w.overed at the 
scene of the assassination 

rP" assassination, at about a :30 p.m., William 

Allen Harper, a student at Texas Christian University, was taking 
P ’®tographs of the Dealov Plaza nrea.(/.^) when he discovered a piece 
tl the scene of the assassination. Harper informed the FBI 

wu ' the bone to his uncle, Dr. Jack C. Harper, and that they 

pathology at Methodist 
Hrapital, Dallas Tex. (J5) Dr. Cairns believed the bone to be a piece of 
Q William Harper said he then gave the specimen to 

bpec al Amnt Anderton of the FBI on November 25.(77 

^ "hi' the physician to the President, noted 

m an unaddressed memorandum on Nov. 27, 1963, that at 6 :15 p.m. that 
nay he received a small Neiman-Marcus box about by 3U inches 
contoinmg material which “had been discussed previoiisiy” with the 
!i~r'WuKF^'' Burkley also wrote that this material would be depos- 
7- ^ the commanding officer of the Bethesda Naval Ho.spital for 
^ retention with other materials of a similar nature. (7P) 

^ the lL7r that the Neiman-Marcus box contained 

of the^ov William Harper discovered. First, the dimensions 

Of tho box and the Harper bone fragment (2U by 2^ inches! corre- 
^ spond. Second, the dates when William Harper gave the bone fragment 
^ to authorities and when Admiral Biirkley referred to the Neiman- 
Marcus box in his memorandum are just 2 days apart. Third, William 
r’ Harner jrnvA fho fmfrrvinnf f/x t?ut f » i . ' 



TT uic juot is u»iys apart, inira. Wil iam 

Harper gave the fragment to an FBI agent, and Admiral Burklev 
said the contact for receiving the box was the FBI.(iW) Fourth Ad- 
miral Burk ey referred to the contents of the box as a specimen’. (27 ) 
Consequently it is logical that the Neiman-Marcus box contained tho 
Harper bone fragment. 

(108) In the same memorandum, Dr. Burkley also commented that 
Bouck had given him a specimen of bone, apparently on the same day 
that jj|legedly found in the parkway near the scene of the aK^J’ 
nation (22) Dr. Burkley noted &at both of the above specimens were 
to be turned over to the Bethesda Naval Hospital for examfnaZ7 
RiiftlysiSj &nd retention until other disposition wss directed, T’lio 
committee docs not know if this occurred. ^ 

(W9) As mentioned earlier, the pathologists retained various seetmn» 
of organs as well ns tho entire brain after the autopsy for subspm,7,i 
microscopic examination. (27A In this i-egard. Captain Stover informld 
tliecon^ttee that the path ^gists placed Uie bralhlnatormaldehyd 
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flolution ft staal hiir.ket and then deposit^ this mihe closet 

^ X Stover also stated that tM .SPialto-portion8 

were r etained in ind ividuanars aJidiEBii4 U*obably_^ ^^ 
in the p»:^l|g l28 7 Burkley sup^i^d this 

“jnformationT^Tnforrning the committee that he directed the “fixation 
■nd retention of the brain for future study.”(27) 

ft**'* ' — .* 1 ? _ » .1 a. J al- _ 1t.>. 



(110) The pathologists documented the results of the ihicroscopic, 
(eroi) examination in a supplemental report. (28) Although the brain 
was not coronally sectioned, that is, sliced like a loaf of bread, the 
doctors did remove some sections. (2.9) Chester Boyers, one of the Navy 
iiersonnel involved in the microscopic examination, informed the com- 
mittee in an affidavit that he r ecnllpd pre.pnring for analysis section^ 
argons on No vember 247l9fl3. and the brain nn DecemWC-2.JLP83. 
(9(5) Neither Cftptain "Stover nor Chester Boyers could recall what 
happened to these materials after this examination other than that 
Dr. Humes and Dr. Boswell, two of the autopsy patholorists, main- 
tained possession of them at Bethesda. Naval Hospital. (97) Stover 
also said that Dr. Burkley had control over the disposition of the 
materials. (92V ' . ‘ i, , , , i ' j 

^ f. ...tit. f^.-. Tl. .1^1-1— 1.1. 



(111) In an affidavit and interview with Dr. Burkley, hfe informed 
the committee that shortly after this supplemental examination of thS . 

’ organs and brainj he directed the Bethesda Naval Hbspifal to transfer 
all the physical a iitonsv- mater ial in its posses sion to Bou ck at the, 
ETenil.ive Office Building . (99) Dr. Bu xklfai(.s late c t w i r uifiOimU^py 
tain btover gave nim the hrain. m a w^ ite granite "I stainless ^el 
tuicket and that lie p ersonally t ransferre d it to the White House wnere 
It was nlncen in a loc Kca Secret Service nl^ cabinet. (94) T~~". 

~( X1 2) — Buuck (iUi r tibm -ated this transfer in a memPrandum dated 
April 26, 1966, in which he asserted that 

[sjhortly after the assassinatibn of President Kennedy, Adtti. 

Groorge C. Burkley delivered to this section certain specimens, 
photographs, and documents relating to the autopsy. (95) 

(113) The evidence indicates, therefore, that soon after the autopsy 
of President Kennedy, all autopsy -related material was transferred . 
from Bethesda Naval Hospital to the Executive Office Building where 

! they were maintained in tli e custody of Bouck and un der the control n\ 

, bf AdniKal..BiiB^l6£;_,SpccificalIy, this material included the autopsy ” \ 
photographs and iT^ays, the bone fragments found in Dallas after 1 
toe assassination, and the tissue sections of organs and brain. The tl 
iSecret Service maintained custody of all of this material at all times M 
ijintil its transfer to tho National Archives in 1966. 

Part III. Subsequent History of Materials 

(114) O n April 22. 1965. then Senate- Br.bo.-t F sent a 

l etter to Dr. Burklev d irecHup tn transfer in person the autopsy 
materin i hniTig kentTat the White House to Mrs. Evelyn Bincoln , the 
per.sortnl ,c!cc.rptarv of President Ken nedy, for satekeepiniT ai, thft Na- I 
tional A rch iy es. (.99) The letter also Bkld that MIS'. Lliiculu was being " 
instructed tliWrtne material was not to be released to anyone without 
Robert Kennedy’s written permission and approval. (97) ’Pjis.dflBloy' 
str ates Robert Kennedy’s firm control over the disposition of t h e 
materials. ~~ 
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(116) In response to this directive, Dr. Burkley notified the Pro- 
tective Kescarch Division of Senator Ketinedy’s request. (5S) Before 
transferring the material, Bgiirlr, BurlflriV nnd nthcr Secret Service 
perso nnel carefully inventoried all the.itnms p rcsentO?/i 'ihls was the 
nrst official inventory ot these materials. 

(116) On April 26, 1065, Burkley and Bouck transferred the materials 
to Evelyn Lincoln. (4<^) A letter from Burkley to Lincoln document- 
ing the exchange included the inventorY, (.4/l which documented that 
a s tainless steel container 7 by 8 Inches ii^iamete.r, contain ing gross 
maferiaj was transferred.!.^ ) On the last page of the inventory .Xin- 
coln wrote r^RWeived, April 26, 1065, in room 400, National Archives, 
Washington, D.C., from Dr. Burkley nnd Robert Bouck.” (45) At the 
time of the transfer, the i tems nt uE-mi.ssing, which are those enumer- 
ated under item No. 0 of t)ie inventory, (44} were allegedly pres ent. 

(117) In his testimony before the committee, Bouck stated that he 
is quite positive all the autopsy-related material that came into his 
possession was given to Mrs. Lincoln (4^) at the time of the 1065 
transfer. He also stated that he was uncert ain whether Dr. Burkley had 
custody_ of the brain, but that if the brain was part of the autopsy ma- 
terials in the custody of the Secret Service, it was transported to the 
National Archives. (45) 

(118) Dr. Burkley clarified this issue, saying that the stainless .steel 
container mentioned in the inyentory held the brain and that he saw 
the bucket in April 1066, when he and Bouck transferred the autopsy 

‘ materials to Lincoln. (47) Since this transfer. Dr. Burkley maintains 
that he has had no further knowledge of or association with these 
materials. (45) 

(110) Mrs. Lincoln was not an employee of the National Archives 
during this period ; she was only assisting in the transfer of the official 
papers and items of President Kennedy and in this capacity occupied 
an office in the National Archives. (45) Consequently, although the au- 
topsy materials were in the confines of the building, the National Ar- 
chives did not have authority or responsibility for them. (50) 

(120) The next documented transaction involving the materials 
transferred to Mrs. Lincoln occurred on October 29, 1966, when Mr. 
Burke Marshall, on behalf of the executors of the John F. Kennedy 
estate, sent a letter to Lawson B. Knott, the Administrator of the Gen- 
eral Services Administration, outlining an agreement for formal trans- 
fer of materials related to the autopsy to the U.S. Government. (57) 

(121) Pursuant to this agreement, which constituted a deed of gift, 
Burke Marshall met with various representatives of the Government 
on October .31, 1966, in room 6-W-3 of the National Archives to trans- 
fer formally the materials related to the autopsy. (52) These materials 
were c ontained in a locked footlocke r fo r which M s. Angela JNovello, 

^ the personidlSgreni ryXo^o ber^ ^ Kenned y, pr adiiced n key. (55) 
Others in attendance for th^ransfer were William H. UrS'wster, spe- 
cial assistant to the general counsel, GSA, who unlocked and opened 
the footlocker; Harold F. Reis, executive assistant to the Attorney 
General : Robert H. Bahmer. Archivist of the United States; Herman 
Kahn, Assistant Archivist for Presidential libraries; and James B 
Rhoads, the Deputy Archivi.st of the United States. (54) 

(1221 After Brewster op£iiEd-the_f»»t4«et««vJ)Iarahnll audJilovelhi 
uatimer, Rms, Rhoads, Kahn, ana Brewster then re 
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moved all the material from the footlocker and inspected it. (55) The \ 
footlocker contained a carbon copy of the letter from Robert F. Ken- 
nedy to Burkley on April 22, 1966^ and the original letter from Burkley 
to Lincoln on April 26, 1965, which also listed on the itemized inven- . 
tory list the materials present at that transfer. (57) 

(123) Upo n instyction, the nffieials realized that- t he - fontlnnk er didjj 

imt contain to y of the jiiB.tp.rial -Liste d under it^ Nn. 9-nf the inven-l 
tOTvrT55) This iinttenal included : , i 

— f plttfitlS bfijt, 9'liy by^ Dy 1 InchM, paraffin blocks of tissue sections. 

1 plastic box containing paraffin blocks of tissue^sections plus 35 
slides. ..... ..... 

A third box containing 84 slides. 

1 stainless steel container, 7 by 8 inches in diameter, containing gross 
material. 

3 wooden boxes, each 7 by 3^^ by 1^ inches, containing 68 slides of 
blood smears taken at various times during President Kennedy’s 
lifetime. (55) 

(124) The last date these items were accounted for was the April 26, 
1966 transfer of the autopsy materials to Lincoln. 

(126) The committee contactcrl LincolhJo determine what happened 
to the materials in item Noj 9, the missing materials, following their 
documented transfer to her m April 1966. She informed the committee 
in nn interview nnd subsequent affidayit that Burkley and Bouck 
brought her some materinjs'^^jllie-epfing of 1966 ihat Dr. Burkley 
identified as being related to the autopsy of the President. (55) She 
recalled that these ma(«nals arrived in a box or boxes, and that, within 
1 day she obtained adfnt trunk or footlocker from the Archives person- 
nel to which shetfansferred the materials. (57) She added that these 
materials wete/4cept in a security room in her office in the National 
Archives. (52 )r ^ 

(126) Mra. Lincolri .staled that within approximately 1 month, 
Robert F, Kennedy telephoned her and informed her that he was s end- 
i ng Angela ftei^llo, liis personal secretary, to move the lootlockef that 
JDr. Burkley had transferreq. 1 5 5 ) She believed they wanted the mate- 
rlals moved to another part of the Archives, presumably whete Robert 
F. Kennedy wp storing other materials. (54) Angela Nbvello soon came 
to her office with Herman Kahn, Assistant Archivist for Presidential 
Libraries, and one or more of his deputies, to take the trunk. (55) 
Lincoln believes she had Novello sign a receipt for the materials, which 
was Lincoln’s routine practice, but she is uncertain where it would be 
today. (551 Lincoln also said that she gave Novello both keys to the 
trunk. ( 57 ) She added that the trunk was never opened while it was in 
her office. (55) 

(127) Lincoln had no further direct contact with the material, but 
did state that after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, she began to 
wonder what happened to it. (55) G nn.seqnentlv, .she contacted Ken neth 
O’ Donnell, form e r ai d e to President Ke nnedy, te make sure th iTfamilv 
was aw are of its existence. M rs. Lincoln said it was her understanding 
that MrTO’Donnell then called Senator Edward Kennedy, subsequently 
calling her back to tell her everything was under control. (75) 

(128) Because of Lincoln’s statement and other reports that Novello 
produced the key to the footlocker in December 1966. the committ<>e 
interviewed Novello and also obtained an affidavit.(77) She informed 
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the committee that she had no recollection of handling a footlocker, of 
possessing a key or keys to siich a footlocker, or of handling any of the 
autopsy materials. ^72) 

(129) The committee also contacted Burke Marshall and Senator 
Edward Kennedy to determine their knowledge of the missing mate- 
rials. Senator Kennedy indicated that he did not know what happened 

ilto the materials, or who last had custody of them.(W) 

(130) While Burke Marshall also maintained that he had no actual 
knowledge of the disposition of the materials, he said it was his specu- 
lative^ opinion that ^.nhert Kenned y nKfnin pd and diannsed of the.se 
ma terials himsp.TTTwithout j uiforming anyone else . (711 Marshall said 
Kobert Kennedy was concerned that these materials would be placed on 
public display in future years in an institution such as the Smithsonian 
and wished to dispose of them to eliminate such a possibility. (75) 
Marshall emphasized that he does not believe anyone other than Robert 
Kennedy would have known what happened to the materials and is 
certain that obtaining or locating these materials is no longer 
po.ssible.(75) 

(131) Since Marshall offered the opinion without any vertificatiori, 
the committee continued to search for the missing materials and to 
examine anj issue related to the autopsy materials in general. The 
committee interviewed Harold F. Reis, Executive Assistant to the 
Attorney General who attended the 1966 transfer of the autopsy ma- 
terials to the National Archives, as well as Ramsey Clark, the Attorney 
General in 1966, to determine their knowledge of the missing materials. 
Clark s tated that he initiated the nction to acaiiire the materials tra ns- 

^fe'rred in, t he (jet ober 1966 dee d of gift, pursuant to t’ ivh)i <- 1 .ag 89^ 18, 
e na^ed on bloyeniber 2. luoa.i v 'yi Tliia law nrovided that the acqui- 
siKon by the Uniied States of certain items of evidence pertaining to 
the assassination of President Kennedy had to be completed within 1 
year. (75) When Clark learned the time limit for obtaining the evi- 
dence was approaching, he contacted Robert Kennedy, who was not 
sympathetic to the Government’s need to acquire the autopsy ma- 
terial.(75) Rather heated negotiations ensued between Clark and 
Burke Marshall, the Kennedy family representative, which resulted in 
the October 29, 1966 agreement constituting the deed of gift. (SO) 
Clark stated that he had only requested transfer of the autopsy ph oto- 
,gr^hs and A-raya and did n ot recall any discussions witn Robert 
Kenflcdy a^ife any other aiitops.y matennl s.(S7) Consequently, the 
hrain a hdTlit! tissue segmente were not an~lBsna in the pro cedures and 
negotiatin g Juiing tlt6~October tn66 tran^r. The committee could 
not ascertaiiTlf the physlclal specimens were ever di.sciissed in the ne- 
gotiations, what type of approval Robert Kennedy gave for transfer- 
ring the materials, or what procedure was employed to separate the 
photographs and X-rays from the material now missing. 

(132) The next reference to the missing materials and the other 
autopsy materials in the custody of the National Archives occurred in 
1968. Ramsey Clark, the Attorney. General, arranged for an independ- 
ent review of the autopsy evidence by a group of pathologists— 
commonly referred to as the Clark panel-r-as a result of growing skep- 
ticism concerning the assaasination and Warren Commission inv^tign- 
tion.(S^) In a memorandum to the files on February 13, 1969 Thomas 
J. Kelley, the Assistant Director of the Secret Service, reflected on the 
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the Clark panel, in which the physicians had commented 
report -fo-ioig ii,av* reviewfid-ffifire in^hid°d on jl’P mvAntory list 
them^ga ^ to r Tn^nin on Apri l 26. 

rinrir nanel physicians was Dhrased-in ihifi man n er t"® 

Mm u. tlieimals l i stpd^s, camping item 
n^vvl m-^ritory lisU fSl) X he mcmoranduin also noted that after 
^ioi-Twering in Octoiier 1966 that these items were missing, ArckvM 
p^nnel inducted a careful search but could not determine their 

Q 33 )”"’ifter discussing the “missing” materials with Ha^ 

Meve Jr , General Counsel to the (leneral Services Administration, ^ 
and ae^ing that they should attempt to ascertain their disposition, ^ 
Kelle/Sd he would contact Dr. Burkley. (S5) Kelley’s memorandum ^ 
related the following : _ ■ 

rXlhat after turning all of this material over to Mrs. Lin- 
coin [on April 26] [Burkley] never saw nor heard anything ^ 



coln {on April 26] [Burkley] never saw nor hf 4 ^ ol 
about its disposition, and that h^e was sur^r ired to hey that it ^ ^ ^ ^ 
WPS not with the remainder of the material he turned ovef xo ? ^ ^ ^ 
■^. Lincoln. After di^ussidrtbe ProHem, JUr. uurkley 
^fferod-ta-citH-Mrs. Lincoln. He did this in my present and f | F 

Mrs. Lincoln told him that all of the material he turned over 
to her w as placed in a trunk or footl ocker: that it was locked, _ , 
and tha t to her khowledge it wasney si npwmtl ^ the ron- 
tents distorhed by h er. Hfie said, howler, that sometiine after -j | 

its receipt all of Ul5 material concerning the assassination, r 

with which she was working, was turned over to Angie 
Novello, Robert Kennedy’s secretary. (57) 

fl34) The memorandum further related that Dr. Burkley told Kelley H 

that Henry Giordano, a former White House driver, was working with 

Lincoln at the time of the transfer and was then employed in Senator 

Kennedy’s office. (55) . , j ■ • t.-- / 

(135) After contacting Van Cleve again and advising him of tne 

contact with Burkley, Kelley related the following : 

I ♦ * * further advised him that, in my opinion, we ahould | 

not contact Giordano. He agreed with this and stated he Mit i 

that the inquiry would hpe to remain as it now stands; ttiat 
perhaps we were borrowing trouble in exploring it any fu^ 
ther, and assured me that the Archivist had made a thorough 
search of all of the material on hand to make sure that the ma- i 

terial in question had not been received by the Archivist at an- 
other time, or under other circumstances. (59) 

(136) Thus, the General Services Administration, which oversees the 

•kT .a 1 • i. A- cjanx/ilt fVia tfllcainiF 



with knowing that the National Archives did not have any responm- 
bility in their disappearance and did not wish to instigate trouble by 

pursuing any investigation. 

UST) In 1971, a controversy, not directly involving the missing ma- 
terials, arose over the chain of custody of the autopsy materials teing 
stored in the National Archives and who should have access to them. 
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John Nichols, n pathologist, began court proceedings in the Federal 
courts, challenging the agreement of October 2!), 1966, which con- 
tains several restrictions limiting public access to the autopsy mate- 
rials. (St?) An issue raised by the suit was whether the Kennedy family 
ever had any legal right to control the autopsy materials at any time 
and, consequently, whether any deed of gift from the family which 
contained restrictions limiting public access could be valid. (Sf) 

(138) Both the Federal District Court and the Tenth Circuit Court 
of Appeals upheld the agreement. (S3) The court of appeals stated that 
the ‘letter of agreement of October 29, 1966 is a valid, binding agree- 
ment and that the restrictions imposed thereby are reasonable.”(SS) 

(139) The legal department of the Congressional Research Service 
analyzed the Nichols case for the committee. The CRS noted that while 
the “Nichols decision represents only the determination of one circuit, 
until the question is addressed elsewhere it would seem to represent 
‘the state of the law.’ ’’(S.^) T he CRS stated that until the April 1985 
transfec^ the autopsy materiaTs were, “in (TOveriiTne'rit lllilulH VVltlf no 
intervenin g transierof like having occi irred.”(SS) It tlieiTobscrved : 

At this point, however, as suggested in the November 4, 
p 1966, Treasury Department memorandum * ♦ * the transfer 
M f to the Kennedy family maj have been interpreted by some as 
I I 1 indication of U.S. recognition of Kennedy family rights in 
\ \ \ the items .so transferred. At some point thereafter, either upon 
\\ \ delivery to the Archives in 1965 or upon acceptance of the 
\ ' letter of gift of October 1966, the materials may be regarded 
as having been either (1 ) yetqrned to their r i ghtful ow ner, the 
United States QovernmeiiL.or (2)dS5ii3_Ev”properlv exe- 
cuteddeed-oLgif t to the United States, thereb^es ulting in 
relinquish ment of Kennedy family rights in them. (96 ) 

(140) The CRS ended by saying that two conclusions are irrefutable. 
First, the autopsy photographs and X-rays are now the property of 
the United States; and second, the letter of agreement between the 
Government and the Kennedy family remains enforceable. (S7). 

(141) The committee also interviewed Archives personnel to ascer- 
tain their present position regarding the missing materials. In response 
to committee requests, Tnidy H. Peterson, Assistant to the Deputy 
Archivist of the United States, prepared a written statement. (.95) In 
this document, Peterson noted that ju st prior to the October 1966 
tran sfer of the materials to the Archives, the I neiroii- Jontloelfer was 
broiiglit_ro_the N ational Archivpj building, althoiigh^e doe s not 
spec ify from where. (9ff l This suggests that after Novello allegedly 
took the material ffoin'tho office of Mrs. Lincoln, it may have been re- 
moved from the Archives building as opposed to only being moved to 
another part of the building as Mrs. Lincoln speculated. (ftW) Peterson 
also says that Robert Bahmer, the Archivist of the United States in 
1966, believed that so m e timo before the tran s fer of - t h e mstpria ls as a 
pft, Herman Kahn, the Assistant Archi mtiw^^isidential libraries 
supew d.sed the acceptance of the footloc ker, alon g with .severa l other 
boxe s of Robert Kennedy’s materials, fnr.gonrtpa y sfnrn go in vault 
6-W-3.(/0f) I ^tefson fu rt.lier siatid tliat fi wman TIR'ahn^nw dead. 

7^ / may have been the o nly Xrch tves en^o3:ec-present_fox.the transfer 
I and that no record of delivery is available. fl(?3) 

V i\yA /U) . dlUT^^ Jh JfwiMpN 



,^AO\ In response to a subsequent committee imjuiry concerning | 
Ir Kahn Peterson stated that Kahn dealt with members and 
Herman Jva . f„milv during 1964-68 on numerous ' 



( J 03) He w^fSr^ent for tfie" October 1966 transfer and. ac- 
S ng to Marion Jofinson of the National Archives, was one of the 
holders of the combination to the safe cabinet in which the 
Ssv material was stored. (lt?4) Kahn also allegedly accompamed 
rtovello when Novello ^parently removed the autopsy materials from 

ni^l^'^In response to another committee request, the Office of 
denial Libraries conducted a thorough but unsuccessful search of the , 
office files for 1965-66 for documentation regarding the transfer of the j 
autopsy materials to the physical custody of the Archives.(J<W) Ad^ 
ditionallv two members of the Presidential Libraries stafli who worked 
under Herman Kahn at that time stated in interviews and affidavits 
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ZSfMwTTi. «« K John F. Konnrfv Ub-n,o 
viewed their files, with negative rMulto.flOSi Further^^ Archives 
employee, Marion Johnson, Archivist, Grace of the National Awhives, 
National Archives and Records Service, remembered that he^ame 
aware of the footlocker contoining the autopsy materials shortly be-^ 
fore the October 31, 1966 transfer, but was not, aware of its contents 
until after the transfer. (1(?9) Additionally, at the request of the com-^ 
mittee, on July 18, 1978, Clarence Lyons and Trudy Peterson con- 
ducted a thorough but unsuccessful search of the security storam vault 
for the tis.sue sections end the container of gross material. (1^) 

(144) Given these efforts and findings, it appears that Kahn and 

Novello removed the autopsy material from the office of Mra. Lincoln 
shortly after April 1965. The material was then either kept in another 
part of the Archives, probably a Robert Kennedy courted storaw 
area, or removed from the building to a location designated by Rob- 
ert Kennedy. Th e circumstantial evi(j -;n76 Fniil'^ indiooln that 

Rohei^Keuiied 7;;i.hen decided to retain possession of all physical 
opo.^i^ii^»_yj dancrnnrl transferred only th a.a utopny ph otographs and 
X-r ays to the Government . The committee has not been able to veri^ 
how^ when the Item JNo. 9 materials were removed from the other 
autopsy materials or what subsequently happened to them. 

Pabt IV. Additional Efforts To Acquire the Missino Matbruls 

(145) After failing to determine the fate of the mining materials 
by tracing that chain of custody, the committee investigated the pos- 
sibility that someone had placed the missing autopsy items, all of 
which were physical specimens taken from the body of President 
Kennedy, in the final grave on reinterment, on March 14, 1967. ufl) 
The persons contacted who were present for the ceremony could not 
recall any additional package or material being placed in the grave. 
The Superintendent of Arlington National Cemetery from 1951 to 
1972, .lohn Metzler, informed the committee that he attended the burial 
of the President and the reinterment. (773) At the time of burial, the 
coffin was placed in a “Wilbur” vault, which has a lid and vault that op- 
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crate on a tongue and groove system. Tar is placed on the points of 
contact of the grooves to insure a tight fit and permanent seal.(ff-S) 
Metzicr witnessed the lowering of the lid and the sealing of the vault. 
(ItJh) and believed that the only method to open the vault subse- 
quently would be to break the lid on the main portion of the vault. 
(116) 

(146) Metzler supervised the reinterment in 1967 and was present 
at all phases of the transfer: from the opening of the old site through 
the transfer bv crane of the vault to the closing of the new sit«(77ff) 
Metzler said there was no way anyone could have placed anything in 
the coffin or vault during the transfer without his seeing \t.(117) 
Metzler also said that nothing could have been placed in the vault 
since 1963 because there was no indication of damage to the vault 
indicating any disturbance. (7/S) Metzler stated further that no one 
placed anything in the new or old gravesite besides the vault. (119) 

(147) In the course of its investigation the committee contacted 
numerous other jieople in an unsuccessful attempt to locate the miss- 
ing materials. They included: 

1. Dr. James J. Humes, autopsy pathologist; 

2. George Dalton, former AVhite House aide and assistant to Mrs. 
Lincoln at the National Archives; 

3. Edith Duncan, administrative assistant to Robert Bouck, Pro- 
tective Research Section, Secret Service; 

4. Joseph D. Giordano, former White House aide and assistant to 

Mrs. Lincoln at the National Archives; i 

5. Frank Mankiewicz, former assistant to Robert F. Kennedy; 

6. Harry Van Cleve, former General Counsel of the General Serv- I 
ices Administration; 

7. Lawrence O’Brien, former aide to President Kennedy; 

8. David Powers, former aide to President Kennedy; 

9. Ken Fienbcrg, aide to Senator Edward Kennedy; 

10. P. J. Costanzo, Superintendent of Arlington National Cemeterj- ; 

11. Dr. James Boswell, autopsy pathologist; 

12. Dr. Pierre Finck, autopsy pathologist; 

13. Adm. George Galloway, commanding officer of the National 
Naval Medical Center in 1963; 

14. Capt. John H. Stover, commanding officer of the U.S. Naval 
Medical School in 1963; 

16. Bruce Bromley, former Justice Department attorney who was 
called briefly from private practice to serve as counsel to the 
Clark panel; 

16. Carl Eardley, former Justice Department official ; 

17. Harold Reis, former Justice Department official ; 

18. Sol Lindenbaum, former Justice Department official; 

19. National Archives personnel; and 

20. Thomas J. Kelley, Assistant Director of the U.S. Secret Service. 

Part V. Conclusions 

(148) Despite these efforts, the committee was not able to determine 
precisely what happened to the missing materials. The evidence in- 
dicates that the materials were not buried with the body at reinterment. 

It seems apparent that Angela Novello did remove the footlocker con- 
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. • fka materials frim t*'" TAncoln at the directwn of 

Trnnwiedge of this 

A^iTKe removal from Lincoln’s office, Robert Kennedy 
tfansa^n- After personal contro over\ 

most BurkQ Marshall’s opinion that Robert ^nnedy ob-rf 

£d and dispos^ of these items himself to prevent any future 

possible reasons why Robert Kennedy 

M not Tave retained the autopsy photographs and 
would n . . retained were physical specimens from the l^y of 

wfher • Tissue sections, blood smear slides, and the container of 
'^^^material. He may have understandably felt more strongly abou 
^imr the misuse of these physical materials than tlm photog^plffl 
prevcnti g Justice Department under Ramsey ClaA 

h/rd to acquire the photographs and X-rays 
P"®^^h^nhvs”cal materials. Even if Robert Kennedy had wished to 
Snt thfrelease of all the autopsy material^ he was not in a position 
P I? confronted with Justice Department demands. 

M finl Consequently, although the committee has not ^en able to un- 
anv dW evidence of 8ie fate of the missing ma enals, circum- 
sStiaTevfrnc^^^^^^^ to show thalRjjkEtp^ destroyed 

fhe^ mXrials or otherwisoJ^ndeSSM 
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SECTION IV. AUTHENTICITY 
Part I. Introduction 

M Ri I At the outset of the investigation into the issues concerning the 
lierlical evidence, the committee determined that experts shoum 
examine the autopsy photographs and X-rays for two purposes : Fii^, 

I *_ establish or repudiate their authenticity (whether they are photo- 

' irranhs and X-rays taken of President Kennedy at the time of his 

autOTSv) ; and second, to determine whether anyone altered or 
I “doctored” them. Such examinations were essential to the analysis of 
I consultants whom the committee charged with interpreting the medi- 
' cal evidence, since their conclusions were to be based principally on 
i the evidence derived from the autopsy photographs and X-rays. 

I (1621 The committee also wanted these examinations contacted as 
one way to resolve the varying accounts of where the wounds to the 
i President were situated. If the photographs and X-rays were proven 

! to be authentic and unaltered, then any account of the President s 

I wounds which differed from what they showed would be mcorrert. 

i (Conversely, if the photographs or X-rays or both were proven to M 

I fake or altered, they mi^t then provide a clue which would assist in 

I determining which account of the injuries was correct. _ 

i (163) The various accounts of the nature of the wounds to the Presi- 

I dent differ significantly. As revealed in section 2 of this volume, ‘ Per* 

I formance of the Autopsy,” eyewitness descriptions of the wounds, as 

I described by staff at Parkland Memorial Hospital, differed from those 

in the autopsy report, as well as from what appears in the autopsy 
photographs and X-rays;(7) Further, the reports of FBI agents 
Sibert and O’Neill referred to “surgery” of the head area being evident 
when the body arrived for the autopsy, (2) yet no surgery of the head 
area was known to have been performed. Finally, the Clark panel 
I the panel of experts assembled in 1068 by then-Acting Attorney 
I General Ramsey Clark — said the entrance wound in the Presidents 
head was 10 centimeters (almost 4 inches) higher than was described 
by the autopsy pathologists. (5) _ _ 

(164) Critics of the Warren Commission’s medical evidence findings 

i have found on the observations recorded by the Parkland Hospital 
i doctors. (4) They believe it is unlikely that trained medical personnel 
I ■ could be so consistently in error regarding the nature of the wounds, 

! even though their recollections were not based on careful examinations 
of the wounds. 

(166) In disagreement with the observations of the Parkland doc- 
I tors are the 26 people present at the autopsy. All of those interviewed 
who attended the autopsy corroborated the general location^ of the 
wounds as depicted in the photographs; none had differing ac- 
j counts. (5) Further, in 1967 the autopsy pathologists. Drs. Humes, 
Boswell, and Finck, as well as Dr. James H. Ebersole, the acting chief 

(37) 





